Unity is a lan-
guage system de-
veloped to use
with Prentke
Romich devices

e Uses a consistent set
of pictures, or icons

e Picture icons are se-
quenced according to
5 main rules

e Student has access to a
large amount of vo-
cabulary

¢ Student can use singu-
lar or plural nouns,
past, present or future
verb tenses

Curriculum -
authored by Karen
Erickson & Gretchen
Hanser

e Consistent with the
best practices identi-
fied by the Literacy
Center in Chapel Hill
NC

e Students learn to read
words and to say the
words on their de-
vices.

e Curriculum is avail-
able for Unity 45, 84,
or 128 at
www.prentrom.com
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Language and Literacy Through Unity: by Karen Erickson and
Gretchen Hanser

This curriculum fo-
cuses on 3 areas:

1. Word Wall Lessons

2. Making Words With

Icons Lessons

3. Making Words With

Letters Lessons

There are 25 lessons

for each of these areas.

Directions are easy for
parents, instructional

Vantage communication device
By Prentke Romich

aides, and teachers
to follow.

You do not need to
know Unity in order
to explore the les-

sons with students.

Lesson materials are
included.

Students do not have
to master a lesson
before moving on—

Language and Literacy
Extension Activities

2 One of my stu-
dents resisted
direct instruc-
tion, but loved

computers. | began
developing extension
activities for her so
she would buy into
learning the language

on her device.

Sorting by
sounds activity

(IntelliMathics)

Today we will explore
extension materials
for Units 1-5.

Each unit has a book
(in Word and in Stu-
dio) so students can

see the targeted

By Manay JHegan

‘ Write the word can.
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words and icons in
connected text.

Real photos were
used to increase the
age appropriateness.

Each unit also con-
tains a writing with
icons activity in Intel-
liTalk 3, and sorting
by sounds/ sorting
by icons activity in
IntelliMathics.

Icon sequencing ac-
tivities authored in
Speaking Dynamically
Pro (available Mayer-
Johnson) are also
used.




1. Icon + grammar label

Language and Literacy Through Unity:

5 Unity Patterns ﬁ

erb w 2 S
Adjective W ) hungry
Moun il % taad
Adverb f@ﬁhl}' hungrily

2. Pronouns

Subject pronouns

I, vou, he she, it, r‘?‘ H'\‘H

Cbject Pronouns

me, you, him, )._lgL ,@e‘fﬂj e
Gl b T

Reflexive pronouns

her, it, uz, tThem

mysel f, voursel f, P

. Mo~ Bl myself
itself, ourselves, |0k S55

themzelves

i i () [
F'ns.ses.swe Y, yqur‘s, his, L‘é}l & my
adjectives hers, its, our, e

their
Fogzesszive Pronouns | mine, yvours, his, | |mesio c.‘ ”“‘Tl mine

hers, its, ours,

theirs

Vantage 84

The POWER is in our LANGUAGE
PRC quote

All persons, regardless

of the extent or
severity of their
disabilities, have a

basic right to affect,

through
communication, the
conditions
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3. Pronoun phrases

Declarative

Pranoun + verb=I can

(3]
LIk n
-.-'HE@ 1 ca

Interrogative

Yerb+ pronoun=Can L

can I

g
(£3
W %)

of their own existence.

From the
Communication Bill of
Rights

Megative

T +not+ can =I can't ;' \'{ W I can’

5. Grammar label +icon

Megative
Interrogative

Can+ not +L = Can't I

WV _*:‘ can't
= el o

4. Mouns

Interjection .

Bieterminer

Lcon + activity row

Categories of nouns

Category + subcategory

Conjunction

Preposition

CJuestion word

Adverb




